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The  Jirogrett  of  sin  in  the  heart  the  I  ceived,  that  upcii  tbit  point  wc  ftball 
ruin  of  the  souli  |  perfectl/^concor  in  opinion. 


The  human  mind  as  a  part  of 
rational  and  moral  existence 
outweighs  in  value  all  material  and 
animal  beings  beyond  every  possi¬ 
ble  limit  of  calculation.  This  is  de¬ 
monstrable  from  its  power  of concep¬ 
tion,  and  comparing,  from  its  im¬ 
provement,  and  its  immortality.  A 
mind;  enlarging  id  its  powers,  and 
progressing  in  holiness  and  -happi¬ 
ness  witiiout  end  can  never  be  esti¬ 
mated  by  any  parallel  from  the  vi-' 
sible  universe.  If  the  mind  o^ec- 
tively  considered  is  stamped  at  so 
high  a  price,  of  what  indescrible  im.>  i 
portance  must  it  be  to  itself?  A 
man’s  mind  being  the  richest  gem 
of  God’s  lower  creation,  and  ofin- 
iinite  value  to  itself,  it  is  easy  to  see 
a  man  c^m  sustain  no  loss  in  compar¬ 
ison  to  that  of  the  muid,  especially 
when  annex  to  such  loss  an  epdless 
existence  of  increasing  iniswy. 

It  is  deemed  highly  necessary, 
that  the  reader  cariy,-  along  in  bis  re¬ 
collection  the  substance  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  paragraph,  w  lulwk  is  shewn 
to  iiim,  that  sin  by  its  pwsgress  in  the 
heart  will  ruin  thojamd.  If  sip  ru¬ 
ined  the  angels  wtho  kept  their 
first  estate,  then  it  is  oinaii),  that 
•<n  is  of  a  ruinous  uattire.'  fis  ten- 
denc?  is  to  spoil  the  mind  in  wjuch 
it  rcigms.-  From  sources  of  ai^u- 
mentf  mid  matter  of  fact,  it  is  eon-  I 


riann  kt  it  be  oWerved,  that  the 
hern  which  is  the  seat  of  sin,  is  tbe 
ruling  faculty  of  the  soul.  Men 
have  understanding  and  judgment, 
but  these  faculties  are  controlled  by 
the  heart.  This  we'  shall  find  to  be 
true,  on  examination,  though  some 
men  of  great  ability  have^^serted 
the  contrary.  Those  who  aeny  the 
doctrine  of  total  moral  depravity  sup¬ 
pose,  that  if  the  luiderstanding  be. 
enlightened,  the  heart  will  become 
good  of  course.  This  opinion  tho* 
sanctioned  br  great  names,  is  oo^ 
only  contrary  to  scripture,  but  ta 
facs.  Christ  Jesus  told  the  Jewish 
Doctors,  who  were  his  bitter  oppo- 
sers,  the  same  as  to  have  told  them 
their  understandings  were  well  in¬ 
formed.  **  Ye  know  who  j  am,  and 
have  both  seen  md  hated  both  me 
and.  my  father.”  **'Paul  say  a,  that 
when  they  knew  God,  they  glorified 
him  not  as  God.”  If'his  ^ewe  that 
the  heart  8c  not  the  understanding  ie 
the  ruling  faculty  of  the  soul,  tf 
the  understanding  or  smy  other  fac¬ 
ulty  of  the  mind  ruled  the  Mart  in 
its  actions  all  men  vquldxonduel  at 
well  as  they  know  bow. ..  9h  soofi 
as  they  should  be  conylncefl  a  lino 
of  ctMiduct  is  wrong,  they  would  in¬ 
stantly  forsake  it.  Of  if  ti,ey  were 
convinced  that  to  love  God  waa  their 
duty,  thfy  would  give  him  their 
hearr-:.  iiut  we  k'>o'v  from  expe- 
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7'he  firogreS*  oj  sin 


riencc  this  is  not  the  c«se.  **  Men 
know  the  right  and  yet  the  wrong 
pursue.”  The  drunkard  is  convinc¬ 
ed,  his  conduct  is  wicked  and  ruin- 
inous>  and  yet  he  cannot  be,  made 
to  reform;  This  shews  that  the 
hek’t  or  will  controls  every  other 
faculty  of  the  mind.  If  then  the 
h^rt'lias  such  sway,  it  is  plain  to  be 
seen,  that  if  it  be  given  up  to  sin  and 
sin  is  not  cliecked  in  operation  by 
an  adequate  cause,  it  will  ultimately 
ruin  the  whole  soul. 


his  mindbccapie  , desperate.  Ac¬ 

cordingly  he  conspired  with  Christ's 
enemies,  sold  him  into  their  hands 
for  money  and  went  and  hung  him¬ 
self.  The  fact  was  un  bad  ruined 
hiffl~run  Mm  down.  It  was  just 
so  with  Cain,  Pharaoh,  Belshazzar- 
Hamah,  Herod  and  a  vast  list  oi' oth¬ 
ers  of  whom  sacred  history  informs 
us.  They  indulged  the  sinful  pas¬ 
sions  of  the  heart,  till  their  minds 
were  completely  rained.  Their 
minds  were  spoiled  even  before  the 
knew  it.  Even  when  on  the  tide 
of  worldly  prosperity,  and  dreaming, 
of  nothing  to  disturb  thein,  they 
were  on  the  brink  of  endless' perdi¬ 
tion.  Every  kge  and  pait  ^  thd 
world  furnish  examples  of  the  rams 
of  sin  in  the  human  mind. 


ThIs  awful  and  affecting  truth  is 
confirmed  by  nuni'erous  examples. 
Saul  king  of  Israel  possessed  the 
rich  gifts  of  nature.  His  intellectu¬ 
al  powers  were  of  superior  stamp. 
He  was  chosen  from  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel,  and  placed  on  the  throne. 
Beside  God  had  made  known  to 

c 

him,  th'fiwhole  path  of  duty  he  was 
to  pursue.  His  understanding  was 
remarkably  enlighiened.  Elevated 
TO  this  high  pitch  of  majesty  and 
greatness,  encircled  with  every  pos¬ 
sible  advantage,  it  might  naturally 
have  been  expected  he  would  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  his  station  with 
honorto  himself  and  fidelity  to  God. 
But  alas  his  heart  was  w  holly  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  controlling  all  the  other 
po\vers  of  the  mind,  turned  the  scale 
completely  against  him.  After  this 
he  gave  himself  full  licence  to  act 
out  the  vile  pass4onsof  the  soul.  The 
fountain  of  sin  in  his  heart  overflow¬ 
ed  in  hisllfe  and  completely  run 
him  down.  He  became  like  the  salt 
whose  savour  is  lo^^t  and  good  for 
nothing  but  to  be  cast  out. 

The  scriptures  hold  out  a  great 
number  of  parallel  instances  of  the 
mind  being  ruined  by  sin. 

Judas  Iscariot  was  favored  by 
Christ  as  one  of  his  visible  followers, 
and  yet  his  heart  was  totally  corrupt. 
His  exalted  privileges  served  to  har¬ 
den  him.  At  length  the  disorder  of 


Ik  remarking  on  the  humafi  char« 
acieri  you  wfli  notice  a  great  numi> 
ber  of  men,  who  iii  the  outset  of  life, 
had  bid  fair  to  be  useful  to  them# 
selves  and  ornamental  la  society. 
Not,  howevery  possessed  of  a  pure 
heart,  presently  their  depraved  dis¬ 
positions  begin  to  swow  themselves. 
They  pass  fi:om  one  degree  of  in¬ 
iquity  to  another,  till  they  become 
callous  to  all  feeling  of  right  action 
and  completely  subjogated  to  the 
service  of  sin,  You  tiiay  intreat  of 
such  men  to  reform.  You  may 
point  out  the  immence  advantages 
of  reformation  and  the  certain  ruin 
of  their  present  course.  You  may 
obtain  promises  from  them  of  a- 
mendment  in  future.  They  will 
tell  you  they  arc  convinced  of  theft* 
errors,  and  are  determined  to  aban¬ 
don  them  without  delay.  Such  re¬ 
solutions,  you  will  observe  not  one 
time  in  a  thousand  amount  to  any 
thing.  The  fact  is  they  arc  too  far 
gone.  Their  minds  arc  already  ru¬ 
ined,  run  dewn — they  had  gone  too 
far. 


Christ  was  himself  overcome  in 
view'  of  the  ruins  of  sin  in  the  hii- 
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niao  mind.  He  wept  over  the  Jev*:- 
ish  naliop,  tfe-  saw  they  had  gone 
lOo  to  be  recovered.  Their 
house  was  left  unto  them  desolate. 
Perha^^s  you  will  say  to  this,  God 
^  good  and  his  grace  infinite,  and 
tliat  the  eleventh  hour  is  not  to  late 
for  , the  prodigal  to  return. We 
arc  not  disposed  to  limit  the  almigh¬ 
ty,  pr  deny  his  goodness  and  grace. 
The  displays  of  his  mercy  have  been 
wonderful.  But  then?  arc  we  not 
to  notice  what  usually  traspires  un¬ 
der  his  general  providence  ?  When 
men  l>ecorne  abandoned  to  outbreak¬ 
ing  sin,  they  are  left  to  go  on  to  the 
last.  Some  characters  are  so  far 
gone  in  enormity  that  they  can¬ 
not  be  made  to  listen  to  their  higli- 
cst  i.Ucrests.  They  would  even 
laugh  at  a  man,  who  should  under¬ 
take  to  reason  with  them  on  mailers 
of  eternal  moment-  They  would 
take  pains  to  run  away  from  the 
grace  of  God,  and  seek  for  sinful 
gratification  at  the  expcnce  of  all 
the  blessings  of  Christ's  purchase. 
When  men  come  to  this,  there  is 
good  ground  to  believe,  the  naind  is 
ruined.  A  disease  of  the  body,  it 
it  reaches  beyond  a  certain  extent 
will  inevitably  prove  fatal.  So  it  is 
‘t\iih  sin,  which  is  the  disease  ot  the 
mind.  To  be  ran  down  by  sin  is 
.the  heaviest  evil  that  can  light  upon 
a  cfcaturc  on  this  side  of  eternal 
perdition.  When  tlic  act  which 
seals  the  sr>ul  to  ruin,  is  comrniued, 
Jhc  mind  Is  spoiled.  Multitudes 
both  in  ancient  and  modern  limes 
have  committed  this  act — liave  tak¬ 
en  the'  fatal  step.  Many  are  now 
close  upon  this  line,  and  to  doubt  it 
would  be  to  doubt  of  truth  as  mani¬ 
fest  as  the  light  of  heaven.  It  is 
well,  it  is  necessary  for  every  man 
to  consider  this  matter,  aifd  weigh 
it  throughly.  It  is  a  most  affecting 
thouglit,  that  the  vnind  even  of  one 
man  should  be  spoiled— ruincxl.  If 
there  be  an  expedient  which  will  se¬ 
cure  from  such  riiin,  a  man  is  dis¬ 


tracted  not  to  fall  on  that  expedient 

and  without  a  inoment*!!  deiay .* ' ' 

* 

n- 

It  is  a  fact  there,  is  an  expedient, 
and  but  one,  which  is  of  amount,  and 
availing.  • 

Trtis  is  in  heart  to  come  into  the 
views  of  the  i  edeemer  by  faith. 
Disinterested  benevolence  begotten 
in  the  soul  by  the  spirit  of  Go(4 
will  rescue  and  save  the  mind  from 
overthrow.  If  to  the  blood  of  thd 
everlasting  covenant  you  repair  in¬ 
stantly,  if  of  the  spirit  of  Jesus  you 
partake,  if  contf  oiled  by  his  gospel, 
if  on  his  merits  your  reliance  is  im¬ 
plicit  and  cordial,  God  vv  ill  save  your 
ndnds,  and  put  your  eternal  interests 
beyond  hazard.  Let  the  w  orth  of  the 
mind  and  its  immense  loss  solem^ 
nize  the  lieartof  every  reader  to  re¬ 
flect  sr^asonably  and  deeply  on  the 
issues  of  the  present  state  of  exist¬ 
ence.  Look  with  a  single  eye  into 
God’s  word  and  concuring  facts,  and 
for  the  world  do  not  resist  convic¬ 
tion,  and  despise  danger. 

If  any  by  comparing,  find  their 
minds  declining  from  reverence  of' 
God  towards  sinning  without  fcar^ 
giving  up  one  after  another  early 
impressions,  and  more  and  more  ea¬ 
sily  led  into  forbidden  paths,  if  they 
have  less  conscience  in  living  with¬ 
out  God  in  the  world  and  restrainiiig 
prayer,  and  an  increasing  inclina¬ 
tion  towards  shiful  indulgence,  they 
have  reason  for  instant- alarm,  that 
they  are  at  best,  closely  apjiroach-^ 
ing  the  fatal  boundary,  w  hich  if  once 
overpassed,  will  leave  not  another 
sacrafice  for  sin. 

f 

If,  therefore,  you  give  any  credit 
to  w  hat  God  has  said,  if  any  confi¬ 
dence  to  facts,  you  will  not  hesitate 
respecting,  the  fatal  eS'ccts  of  ain,  if 
it  predominates  and  is  not  checked. 
Even  a  doubt  on  this  subject,  will 
darken  your  prospects,  and  be  apt 
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to  defeHt  the  end  for  which  this  short 
treatise  is  subinitted  to  you. 


Sim  has  done  his  destructive  work 
too  often,  tiic  tragedy  has  been  too 
frequeatiy  acted  over  to  have  any 
room  for  hesiiaiion  on  this  point. 
Tncre  arc  many  thin^js  which  you 
dread.  Poverty,  bodv  disease,  the 
tongue  of  fclan  'er  have  their  terrors. 
But  what  is  more  to  be  feared  is  the 
progress  of  sin  in  the  mind.  Shrink 
therefore  from  sin  as  fro  n  the  pit 
of  destruction.  Fight  against  the 
hostile  assailant,  as  against  an  ene> 
iny,  that  would  triumph  in  your  rur 
in.  And  for  this  purpose,  repair  to 
Jesus  the  divine  and  all  sufficient 
helper,  put  on  his  whole  armor,  that 
having  done  all,  you  may  be  able  to 
ftand.  £. 


..Account  of  Mr.  John  Cooky  of  Barton- 
hilly  near  Brittol. 


Mr.  John  Cook  was  son  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
church,  at  Pershore  iej  Worcester* 
shire.  He  was  either  born  deaf,  or 
lost  his  hearing  while  a  very  young 
infant ;  so  that  he  had  never  any 
idea  of  sound,  but  he  appeared  to 
have  a  very  good  capacity,  and  was 
a  very  sprightly,  active  '  lad.  His 
father  died  while  he  was  a  child,  and 
had  used  frequently  to  mourn  over 
him,  lamenting  that  ^  poor  Jackey 
will  never  hear  the  joyful  sound 
however  there  was  afterwards  full 
evidence  that  God  had  given  him 
ffie  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  with¬ 
out  hearing.  He  was  a  very  intel¬ 
ligent  person,  and,  if  he  did  hot  see 
the  speaker's  lips,  could  tell  the 
meaning  of  almost  every  thing  that 
was  said,  being  very  ready  to  appre¬ 
hend  news,  and  fond  of  learning  it. 
Before  his  conversion,  he  was 
greatly  adicted  to  sport  and  fun  ; 
but  the  alteration  praduceU  in  him 


by  religion,  was  very  conspicuous 
to  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  subse¬ 
quent  conduct  very  consistent  and 
exemplary. 


Thb  following  account  it  taken 
from  a  letter  written  by  the  Rev; 
John  Thomas,  poster  of  the  Baptist 
church,  in  the  Pithy,  Bristol,  dated 
October  17th,  1764,  just  after  Mr, 
Cook  had  joined  the  church  : 


-  He  came  to  me  sometime  in 
August  1 7  64,  and  made  me  to  un¬ 
derstand,  that  he  had  a  desire  to  be 
baptised.  That  I  might  have  all  the 
satisfaction  that  his  circumstances 
would  admit,  (besides  his  constant 
attendance  on-the  word,  and  being 
at  times  evidently  affected  under  it, 
which  I  and  others  had  observed  for 
sonae  years  jiast,)  I  asked  him  how 
long  he  had  prayed !  He  told  me 
ever  since  the  year  17.50,  anti  had 
continued  it  to  that  time  ;  and  then 
he  refered  me  to  the  following  Scrip¬ 
tures  which  had  been  good  to  him  : 


“  Mic.  vii.  f*  Therefore  will  I 
look  unto  the  I.a>rd,  1  will  wait  for 
the  God  of  toy  salvation,  roy  God 
will  hear  me. 


^  Matt.  xi.  38.  Come  unto 
adl  ye  who  labor  and  are  heavy  Isr 
den,  and  I  will  give  you  rest. 


“  Eph.  iii.  9.  And  to  know  the 
love  of  Christ,  which  passetb  knowl¬ 
edge. 


Phil.  iii.  8,  9.  Yea,  doubicss  I 
count  all  thingsbut  loss,  for  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have 
suffered  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do 
count  them  but  durg,  that  I  may 
win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him,  -not 
having  my  own  rightousness  which 
is  of  the  law,  but  the  rightousness; 
which  is  of  God  by  faith. 


'I 
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;  PsA.  cxix.  5,  O  that  my  ways 
were  directed  to  keep  thy  statutes,*- 

“  Isa"  i.  18.  Come  now,  and  let  usj 
reason  together,  saith  the  l..ord  : 
Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they 
shall  be  as  white  as  snow,  &c. 

“PsA.  Ixiii.  1.  O  God  thou  art 
my  God,  early  will  1  seek  thee  ;  my 
flcsii  longeth  for  thee,  in  a  dry  and 

thirsty  land -where  no  water  is. 

*  *  • 

«  After  he  had  referred  me  to 
the  texts.  I  asked  him  tiie  following 
questions,  by  writing  and  by  action  ] 

"  1.'  “  Abe  you  willing  to  part  with 
all  sin  ?  He  answered  by  actions  ex- 
pressivc  of  detestation,  and  reiered 
me  to  Hosca  xiv.  3.  'l  ake  a.vay  all 
iniquity,  and  receive  us  graciously  t 
Particularly  pointing  to  those  woixia, 
take  away  all  iniquity.*' 

I  Asked  him, do  you  lf>v^*ho*i^ 
Dcss  ?  He  answered  by  putlinn:  his 
hand  upon  his  breast,  as  expressing 
how  good  it  was  in  his  estimation, 
and  referred  me  to  Psa.  li.  2.  Wash 
me  thoroughly  from  mine  iniquity., 

.  and  cleans  me  from  my  sin.  . ' 

\ 

f  S.  I  Asked  him,  do  vou  love  the 
word  of  God'  ?  He  answered  by  put¬ 
ting  his  hand  upon  the  Bible  in  such 
a  manner  as  expressed  Imw  good  it 
was  to  him,  and  referred  -.uc  to  Psa. 
cxix.  97.  O  how  love  I  thy  law,  it- 
is  my  meditation  all  the  day. 

4. “  I  Asked  him,  do  j'ou  love  pray¬ 
er  ?  He  answered  by  putting  his 
hand  in  a  praying  postuie,  with  the 
greatest  indications  of  pleasure,  and 
referred  me  to  Psa.  Ixxiii.  20.  But 
it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to 
God. 

5.  “  I  - Asked  him,  do  you  love 
good  men  ?  He  answered  by  action 
declarative  of  his  regard  for  them, 
and  referred  me  to  Psa.  xvi.  2,  3. 


-  My  goodness  extendeth  not  to  tiiee, 
bi-.t  to  the  saints  who  are  in  the  earth, 
and  to  the  excellent,  In  whom  is  my 
deligiit.  - 

6.  “  I  As^ed  him,  do.  you  love 
Jesus  Christ  f  He  answered  by  ac¬ 
tion  that  oeclared  the  most  afiection- 
ate  regard  for  hint,  and  refered  m'e 
to  S.  bong,  V.  16.  His  mouth  is 
most  sweet,  yea,  he  is  altogetner' 
lovely !  This  is  my  beloved,  Sllld 
tins  is  my  friend,  O  ye  daughters  of. 

.  Jerusalem. 

*  • 

7.  **  I  AiKtD  him,  if  he  expect^ 
his  prayers  would  save  him  f  l%» 
answered  no,  by  actions,  and  refeiv 
red  me  to  Titus  iii.  5,  6.  Not  -  b,r. 
works  of  righonishess,  &c. 

8.  **  I  Asked  him,  if  ever  he  had 
been  afraid  lie  sitould  ^  to  hell  ? 
answered  bv  actions  that  he  hud,  out 
referred  me  to  Psa.  liii.  3,  4.  which 
had  been  comfortable  to  him. 

I  9.  “  I  Asked,  him  concerning 
I  baptism  :  He  reteosd  me  to  Matt.  iii. 
13.  16.  and  to  Matt,  xxviii.  19.  and: 
expressed-  riis  desire  to  be  baptised; 

r 

^ »  * 

10. Asked  him,  if  he  wanted 

to  eat  and  drink'  at  the  Lorefs  table. 
He  answered  me  by  action,  and  re- 
fc4Ted  nie  to  Psa.  xxvii.  4  One  thing 
have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  wiil 
I  seek  after,  &c.  and  to  Psa.  Ixxxiv. 

1 .  How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles, 

O  Lord  of  Hosts,  aiy  King*  my 
GodPV 

He  w  as  23  years  old  when  he  w  as 
baptisedv  and  had  begun  to  pray  and 
fear  God  13  ycais  before.^.  He  died 
in  July  1789,  aged  48  years. 

*  His  last  iUness  was  lingering,  in 
which  he  discovered  great  support 
and  resignation.  He  was  eager,  as 
longe  as  he  was  able,  to  get  out,  to 
6ce  the  word  peached  ;  and,  to- 
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Benejit  qf- €lhri»ttan  SxfterieHce, 


Wards  hibeiidy  tie  signified  to  a  friend 
that  was  bound  down  now-  wUb  puiu^ 
hut;  he-  shoiuld-  soon  bQ  up  atxive^ 
where  he  should  be  free  from  all 
suffering  and  sorrew. 

.  Xit.  Toj^M^stoIdme  lately,  (Jan. 
1795),  That  he  wsU  req^embers 
Vig  to  Mr. .  Cook’s,  in  a*  fonuer  iil- 
ness,  sometioic  before  his  death, 
when  We  toqnd  hini-  rolling. on  the 
■floor  with  the  most  excrucuiting 
pnlns.of  the.cheliu,_but  upon  seeing 
Mr.  Toinmas,  he  made  signs  to  him, 
to  pray  by  hi’o,  which  he  did,  and 
Ills  pain  presently  abated,  on  which 
Mr.  Cook  seemed  fUied  with  an  ec> 
Stacy  of  joy,  and  an  overwhelming 
sense  of  the  divine  goodness, 

Mr.  ToMMtsalso  observed,  that 
Mr.  Cook  v»>ould  readily  distingui-ib 
t^  difference  between  evangelical 
preaching,  ami  discourses  of.  a  dif> 
iiereot  stamp,  and  whenever  he  per¬ 
ceived  the.  troths  of  the  Go-spcl  to.  be 
opposed,  or  greatly  neglected,  he 
would  turn  bb  back  on  the  preach¬ 
er,  and  show  his  dislike  by  frowns 
nud  other  gestores, 

E  .  Mag. 

IMSNEiP^T  GIT  CHRISTIAN  &XBS2tir 
SNCi;. 

Rfv^mdSiry 

About  rayJ4th  year,,  I. was  se¬ 
verely- attacked  with  nervous  cam- 
plaints.  This  indisposition  oblij^ed 
to  give  up  my  studies;  My  'at- 
temion  was  now  turned. to  an  enqui¬ 
ry, -^what  I  should  do  to  be  saved? 
31y  views  of  Gospcl-trutl>«  .were  ve¬ 
ry  obscure  ;  and  I  set  about  esUih- 
lishing  a  righieousBess  of  my  own. 

I  was  pMiiiti  )aJ  and  strict  in  the  per- 
fbrmauctf  of  rellglous>duty  ;  but  tiiis 
refii^'^  cf  lies  was  soon  swept  away 
by  luc;  pi  availing  blasts  of  variaus 


. .  U 

tcraptatipns ;  nor  could  I  find  any 
solid  rest  to  ray  tossed  mind. 

Bur  after  ^  variety  of  painful 
steps,  and  discouraging  circumstant 
ces,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  give 
me  more  clear  views  of  divine  truth, 
and  enabled  me  simply  to  take  re- 
I  fi>ge  ip  the  atonement  finished  on 
I  Calvary.  And  navy,  for  a  considcra- 
[  ble  time,  I  went  on  n>y  way,  rejoic- 
[  ing  in  God  my  Saviour.  I  had  no 
-  doubt  of  obtaining  complete  salvation 
I  Uirough  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  My 
;  great  aim  was,  to  live  to  hu  prai,se, 

■  who  had  delivered  me  from  a  (earful 
pit,  and  from  the  miry  clay. — Like 
the  Psalmist,  I  thought  that  my. 
mountain  stood  strong,  arid  that  I 
should  never  be  moved.  Jim  by  and 

.  by  I  found  myself  mistaken  ;  for, 
as  the  sequel  will  sliew  the  Lord 
‘  was  to  hide  his  reconciled  luce,  and 
^  I  was  sorely  troubled. 

In  the  year  1786,  I  took  long 
'  ride,  in  company  with  some  others, 

1  for  the  benefit  of  my  health..  In  i!ic 
midst  of  our  journey,  my  animal 
{  spirits  Cell,  almost  instsntancously, 

.  low.  The  frame  of  my  mind  be¬ 
came  greatly  altered ;  doubts  and 
j  feara*abrjui'my  personal  safety  grad- 
:  ually  increased,  till  almost  absolute 
;  Despair  racked  and  tore  my  troub- 
i  led  mind.  1  came  at  last  to  iiave  no 
;  idea  of  the  existence  of  truth.;  and 
I  wa&so  incapable  of  attending  to  nry. 
worldly  business,  that  1  many  a  time 
resolved  to  give  it  up.  In  tins  aw¬ 
ful  sivuiition  1  continued  six  years 
and  nine  months.  I  was  reduced  to 
a  skelvtou.  My  Liends  and  neigli- 
I  bours  thought  1  was  hastening  to  my. 

;  grave.  This  was  also  rny  awn  opin- 

■  ion.  lUit,  u  hat  was  still  more  a- 
i  larming,  me  thouglil  the  lov\’cst  flcll 
i  was  the  place  of  iny  deslinatiou. — 

!  But,’  O  wohdciTul  to  relate  !  that 
•  omnipotent  Saviour,  on  whom  the 
:  sinner’s  help  is  laid,  and  to  whom  I 

was’ciiidiled  it)  days  thui  were  pant, 
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to  commit  myself,  was  pleased 
remember  me  in  my  low  estate. 
He,  by  his  sovereign  power,  calmed 
the  storm,  dispelled  every  thick 
cloud,  and  enabled  me  in  patience  to 
I  possess  my  soul. 

I  HAD  been  kept  in  a  regular  at- 
I  tendance  upon  the  means  of  grace, 
^  though  my  attendance  seemed  to  be 
in  vain.  It  happened  that  the 
Lord's  Supper  was  to  be  administer¬ 
ed  in  April  1793,  in  the  place  where 
I  lived,  and  I  was  appointed  elder, 
^  to  officiate  on  the  occasion.  It  was 
painful  to  me  to  appear  as  an  office¬ 
bearer  in  the  church,  while  I  appre- 
hened  that  I  had  neither  pait  nor 
lot  in  the  matter.  Just  before  I 
went  out  on  the  communion-Sab- 
bath  morning,  I  stepped  askle  by 
myself  a  few  minutes,  and  on  my 
knees  told  the  Lord,  with  tears — 
‘‘  That  though  1  was  a  vile  guilty 
'  wretch,  and  deserved  to  perish.  Vet 
I  would  look  for  salvation  only  thro* 
'  the  blood  and  rightousness  of  his 
ow  n  Bon."  An  impression  was  made 
on  my  mind,  as  if  a  voice  had  echo¬ 
ed  back — ‘‘  'Fhis  is  a  foundation  "on 
wJiich  y(>u  may  rest  with  safety." 
For  a  little  while  my  frame  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  pleasant,  and  I  wondered 
at  the  unaccostumed  tranquility  of 
mind  I  enjoyed.  Though  this  de¬ 
lightful  experience  did  not  last  till 
I  reached  the  church,  it  was  a  stay 
to  my  mind  all  the  day,  and  through 
the  week,  ^yhcn  I  endured  hard  con¬ 
flicts  from  the  enemy  of  my  peace, 
while  he  suggested  that  all  I  had  met 
with  was  nothing  but  delusion.  But 
the  Lord  was  graciously  pleased  to 
settle  the  point  in  niy  favor  on  the 
following  Sabbath,  by  a  sermon  from 
a  stranger,  on  these  ever-memora- 
ble  words,  Rev.  xxii.  17.  Whoev¬ 
er  will,  let  him  take  the  water  oflife 
freely."  The  truths  I  heard  from 
these  words  were  made  spirit  and 
life  to  my  soul.  I  now  received  an 
establishment  in  the  hope  of  the 


'Oospelt  wliich  divine  grace  ha» 
maintained  for  me  unthaken  to  tl^.e 
present  moment. 

Bless  the  Lord,  0  ttiy  soul,  and 
let  all  that  is  within  bless  his  holy 
name!  Who  forgivoth  all  thine  in¬ 
iquities  ?  Who  hcaleth  all  thy  dis¬ 
eases  ?  Who  Vedeerneth  thy  life 
from  destruction  ?  Who  crownelh 
thee  with  loving  kindnes*  and  ten¬ 
der  mercies  ?  Return  then  unto  thf  > 
rest,  O  my  so^il !  (or  ti*€  Lord  hath 
dealt  bountifully  with  thee,  into 
thy  hands  I  commit  my  spirit ;  for 
thou  hast  redeemed  me,  O  Lord 
God  of  truth !" 

lied. 


OTAHEITE. 

^  WiTrt  a  view  to  aid  the  Mission 
with  which  the  Society  commenced 
its  operations,  and  Mrs.  Crook 
Were  sent  out  in  April  1 803,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mr.  Craw,  who  had  offer¬ 
ed  his  services  to  "the  Mission  as  a*  • 
carpenter  or  boat  builder,  in  a  gov¬ 
ernment  ship  to  New  South  Wales, 
from  whence  he  took  his  passage  to 
Olaheite  ;  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crook 
having  been  informed  of  the  unset¬ 
tled  state  of  the  island,  remained  at 
Port  Jackson. 

A  coxsibEKABLls  reinforcement 
efthrs  Mission  having  been  requested 
at  different  times  by  the  Brethren  at 
this  station  ;  the  subject  was  at 
length  taken  into  serious  considera¬ 
tion  at  a  speceal  meeting  of  the  Di¬ 
rectors,  on  the  24th  Sept.  1804,  ai7d 
the  following  I'csolutions  were  adopt¬ 
ed. 

1.  That  the  measure  suggested 
by  the  Brethren  at  Otaheile  for  a 
reinforcement  of  that  Mission,  suf¬ 
ficient  to  render  them  independent 
of  ih.e  tupporl  of  the  Chiefs,  is  in  it5 
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JMisatont  to  Otaheite. 


nature  incompatible  with  the  priiici- 
plies  of  the  institution.  ' 

2.  That  the  Missionaries  now  on 
that  island  are  a  sufficient  number 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Society  at 
that  station  ;  except  that  it  may  be 
expedient  to  send  out  one  who  is 
well  arquaioled  with  medicine  and 
surgery. 

3.  That  it  appears  to  us  desirable 
that  ti:e  Missionaries  remain  at  O- 
taheite,  or  some  other  of  the  Socie'* 
ty  islands^  as  long  as  it  appears  to 
consist  with  their  pertonal  safety. 


on  board  the  ship,  he  may  relieve 
the  Society  from  the  expense  of  his 
passage.  The  interests  of  the  Mis. 
sioii,  however,  require  that  this  lib¬ 
erty  be  restricted  to  two  or  three 
Brethren,  (ill  their  return  back  to 
Otaheite  allow  this  indulgence  to  be' 
extended  to  others. 

T.  That  a  competent  supply  of 
necessaries  and  conveniences  for 
the  Missionaries  be  annually  provid¬ 
ed  and  forwarded  to  Otaheite,  either 
by  a  direct  conveyance,  or  through 
the  medium  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mar|. 
den.  New  South  Wales. 


4.  That  the  prd^riety  of  their 
separation,  for  the  purpose  of  form¬ 
ing  Missions  in  different  islands,  be 
suggested  to  their  consideration. 

5.  Tit  AT  if  any  of  the  missiona* 
ties  be  under  strong  apprehensiutis 
respecting  his  (lersonal  safety,  he  be 
recommended  to  state  to  the  Breth¬ 
ren  there,  the  grounds  of  Ins  appre¬ 
hensions,  and  ii  they  be  well  found¬ 
ed,  that  his  removal  be  recommend- 
Cii  either  to  any  other  island  in  the 
Soiuh  Seas,  or  to  Port  Jackson,  by 
the  hrst  convenient  opportunity,  in 
or<!er  that  he  may  be  employed 
tiiere  under  tlie  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Marsden,  in  promoting  the 
cause  of  religion  till  further  instruc¬ 
tions  be  sent  from  the  Directors. 

•  t 

6.  That  if  any  of  the  Brethren 
be  strongly  persuaded  that  his  stabil¬ 
ity  and  usefulness  as  a  missionary  at 
Otal.eite  would  be  promoted  by  his 
entering  into  the  marriage  state,  he 
be  advised  to  state  his  wishes  to  his 
Brethren  there,  and  with  their  per¬ 
mission  return  to  England  for  that 
purpose.  It  is  however  desirable, 
that  by  undertaking  some  employ 


8.  That  a  credit  of  300}  be  lodg.* 
ed  witii  the  Rev.  Mr..  Marsden  on 
the  Tressurer  of  the  Society,  to  be 
applied,  discretionally,  by.  him,  to 
such  exigencies  as  may  occasional¬ 
ly  occur. 

.a.  .Thx  Society  having  pledged  them¬ 
selves  to  the  Missionaries,  to  send 
out  a  medical  man  to  join  them,  ap¬ 
pointed  for  this  service,  Mr.  Grego¬ 
ry  Warner,  whom  they  had  trained 
up  for  two  or  three  years,  under  able 
teachers.  On  the  7th  Oct.  1805, 
he  was  solemnly  designated  to  the 
work  of  a  Missionary  at  Spa  Fields 
Chapel,  and  shortly  after  embarkec} 
in  the  ship  Sinclair,  for  Port  Jack- 
son  :  government  having  very 
kindly  granted  him  a  free  passage. 
The  Directors,  in  the  instructions 
which  they  gave  to  Mr.  Warner, 
endeavored  to  meet  and  provide  for 
the  circumstances  he  might  find 
himself  in,  on  his  arrival  at  Port  Jack- 
son,  respecting  the  state  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  at  .Otaheite.  Mr-  Warner  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  colony  in  tlie  nionth  of 
August .  1806,  and  was  waiting  a 
convenient  opportunity  to  proceed 
to  Otaheite. 
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Terms. _ To  gubscriben  in  town.,  tow  dollars  a  year,  in  ytiarterly  payment  . 

mail,  one  dollar  fifty  cents — To  ]iOHt-rider»  and  others,  ivho 
tali':  tv/enty-five  or  more,  weekly,  arid  become  res/iomible, 

’  a  reasonable  ullowmice  vtill  be  made. 


